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PREFACE 
 

The shores of Traverse Bay and the Leelanau shores of Lake Michigan, the area's 
remote rural quality, many high quality rivers and lakes, clean air and varied forest cover 
combine to be a major attraction for those in southern Michigan and bordering states to 
the south who seek quiet, natural beauty. 
 
The Boardman River is a particularly outstanding feature of this region.  Its main 
tributaries begin some 38 miles east of Traverse City, then run westerly through many 
miles of forested lands until the mainstream turns northward some nine miles south of 
Traverse City.  The river discharges into Grand Traverse Bay at Traverse City.  The 
river, once important to lumbering operations and local electric power supply, now 
attracts recreational use and housing. 
 
The Boardman has excellent populations of brook and brown trout and provides 
countless hours of recreation for seasonal homeowners and tourists.  In addition, 
canoeing, hunting, bird watching and just relaxing in a quiet, natural atmosphere attract 
many people to the area. 
 
Vacation and retirement home developments continue to occur at a rapid rate in the 
Boardman River watershed and the Traverse City environs.  As the demand for quality 
recreation and homesites increases, the natural beauty and wild character of the area 
could be destroyed by unregulated land use.  The Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources, in cooperation with the Traverse Bay Regional Planning Commission, has 
studied the Boardman River and its many tributaries, and is recommending that it be 
included in the state Natural River Program with portions classified as a country-scenic 
river and portions as a wild-scenic river under authority of Part 305, P.A. 451 of 1994. 
 
This report (1) provides a physical description of the river and surrounding lands; (2) 
reviews values of the river and factors affecting its future nature and use; and (3) 
provides a plan for the protection of the river's natural qualities and to guide its future 
use.  The plan is the result of joint efforts of the Boardman River Management Plan 
Committee, Boardman River Advisory Council, Traverse Bay Regional Planning 
Commission and the Department of Natural Resources. 
 


